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Akiba Academy Honors Dan and Stephanie Prescott at Upcoming Annual Gala and Auction

Dallas, TX – Akiba Academy will honor Dan and Stephanie Prescott at its annual Inspire Gala and Auction on October 17th, 2010.  

“Dan and Stephanie Prescott are widely known for their contributions to Dallas in general and to the Jewish community, in particular,” said Andy Schultz, President of the Akiba Board of Trustees, in making the announcement.  

Among the offices held and honors bestowed upon Mr. Prescott are:  President and Chairman of the Board, Jewish Community Center; Vice President, Dallas Jewish Federation; Vice President and Secretary, Tiferet Israel; President, Akiba Academy; Vice President, Yavneh Academy; Board Member, "Make a Wish" Foundation of North Texas; and recipient of the I Zesmer Leadership Award and the Thelma Gerson Volunteer Award.  
He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Aaron Family Jewish Community Center of Dallas, Akiba Academy of Dallas, the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas, the Northaven Campus Corporation and Yavneh Academy of Dallas.
Mr. Prescott is a partner at Prescott Pailet Benefits, LP, a Dallas-based provider of employee benefits consulting and voted one of the best places to work in Dallas in 2009.

Mrs. Prescott is a former member of the Akiba Academy Board of Trustees and a member of the Akiba PTA.  She has co-chaired many fund raising and social events for the school.  Active at the Jewish Community Center, she has co-chaired numerous annual events at the JCC, including the Familiarts and the Yom Ha'atzmut festivities.  At the Dallas Jewish Federation, she has co-chaired the Annual Meeting and a Federation family mission to Israel.  Currently, she is co-chair of the Yavneh Academy Parent Teacher Organization.   She cites as her biggest accomplishment her three sons and Akiba alumni, Alex, Ethan and Jordan.
“The Prescott’s motto of ‘Building community with character and commitment’ is a great fit with our school,” said Schultz.  
Joining Schultz in making the announcement, Rabbi Zev Silver, a member of Akiba’s Leadership Team, noted that the decision to honor the Prescotts was “a natural.” 

"During my 15 years at Akiba I have experienced the impact that Dan and Stephanie have had on our school through their hard work, significant volunteering and the genuine care that they exhibit towards Akiba.   I have been awed as well by their commitment and dedication to the broader Dallas Jewish community.  Dan and Stephanie live the kind of leadership we try to inspire in our students,” he said.
Founded in 1962, Akiba Academy offers general and Judaic studies education to students from pre-school through the 8th grade.  Each year Akiba honors a person, couple or organization that has made a profound difference in the community, the state, the country, or the world.

Akiba is known for its state-of-the-art facilities on Merit Drive as well as for its esteemed teaching staff.  Akiba students receive a multi-faceted education which includes integrated curricula; extra-curricular activities; enriched programs in math, science and the language arts; competitive sports opportunities; and critical thinking and logical reasoning skills not found in public education.

This year’s Inspire Gala and Auction co-chairs are Linda Leftin and Nicole Schultz.  Gala proceeds benefit scholarships, educational programming and professional development at Akiba Academy.

The Gala will include a live auction featuring unique experiences and luxurious getaways as well as an innovative online auction the week prior to the event.  The auction is being chaired by Heather and David Behr, Sharon and Marc Blumberg, Dana and Ari Feinstein, Ayala and Michael Oster, Alysa and Andrew Schildcrout, Chelsi and Jeff Schwaber, and Edra and Larry Weider.

This year’s honorary chairs are Carol and Steve Aaron, Ruthy and Harold Kleinman, Myra and Stuart Prescott, Barbara and Stan Rabin, Ann Rosenberg, Shirley and Erven Rovinsky, Leslie and Howard Schultz, and Marilyn and Don Schaffer.

The Host Committee Chairs are Janet and Jack Baum; Betsy and Mark Kleinman; Terri and Richard Rohan; Jaynie and Ron Romaner; Ruthie and Alan Shor; Fredell, Alan, Zev and Sarah Shulkin; and Wendy and Marc Stanley.

For more information about the Gala and sponsorship opportunities, contact Marilyn Rutner at 214-295-3412 or email mrutner@akibaacademy.org.
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